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Johns oris portrait.
[A.D. 1771.
' If we perform our duty, we shall be safe and steady, "Siveper\" &c., whether we climb the Highlands, or are tost among the Hebrides ; and I hope the time will come when we may try our powers both with cliffs and water. I see but little of Lord Elibank", I know not why; perhaps by my own fault. I am this day going into Staffordshire and Derbyshire for six weeks3. ' I am, dear Sir,
' Your most affectionate,
' And most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' 'London, June 20, 1771.
'To SIR JOSHUA REYNOLDS, IN LEICESTER-FIELDS.
' DEAR SIR,
'When I came to Lichfield, I found that my portrait4 had been rmich visited, and much admired. Every man has a lurking wish to appear considerable in his native place, and I was pleased with the dignity conferred by such a testimony of your regard.
' Be pleased, therefore, to accept the thanks of, Sir, your most
obliged
' And most humble servant,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' ' Ashbourn in Derbyshire, July 17, 1771.
' Compliments to Miss Reynolds.'
1 Horace.    Odes, i. 22, 5.
5 Lord Elibank wrote to Boswell two years later:—' Old as I am, I shall be glad to go five hundred miles to enjoy a day of Mr. Johnson's company.' Boswell's Hebrides, under date of Sept. 12, 1773. See ib. Nov. 10, zndpost, April 5, 1776.
3  Goldsmith wrote to Langton on Sept. 7, 1771:—'Johnson has been down upon a visit to a country parson, Doctor Taylor, and is returned to his old haunts at Mrs. Thrale's.'    Goldsmith's Misc. Works, i. 93.
4  While Miss Burney was examining a likeness of Johnson,' he no sooner discerned it than he began see-sawing for a moment or two in silence; and then, with a ludicrous half-laugh, peeping over her shoulder, he called out:—" Ah, ha ! Sam Johnson!   I see thee !—and an ugly dog thou art!'''   Memoirs of Dr. Burney, ii. 180.    In  another passage (p. 197), after describing' the kindness that irradiated his austere and studious features into the most pleased and pleasing benignity,' as he welcomed her and her father to his house, she adds that
'To should like to try my hand
